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Addison County Regional Planning Commission 
14 Seminary Street   Middlebury, VT 05753   www.acrpc.org     Phone: 802.388.3141  Fax: 

802.388.0038 

 
 

TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

WEDNESDAY, October 21
st
, 2015 

 

Will Sipsey, the Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  

 

Members present:  

  

 Addison:  Jeff Nelson, Vice Chair  

 Bristol:   Peter Grant 

 Bridport: Andrew Manning 

 Cornwall: 

 Ferrisburgh:  Bob McNary  

 Goshen: 

 Leicester:  
 Lincoln: Will Sipsey, Chair 

 Middlebury:  
 Monkton:  Thea Gaudette 

 New Haven:  

 Orwell: Rick Buxton 

 Panton: Eben Markowski 

 Ripton: Steve Zwicky 

 Salisbury: Tom Scanlon 

 Shoreham: Karen Shackett 

 Starksboro: Jan McCleery 

 Vergennes: 

 Waltham: 

 Weybridge: 

 Whiting:  

 

Staff:  Josh Donabedian 

Guests: Jim Ryan, Municipal Roads Program Coordinator, VT Dept. of Env’tl Conservation 

   

Minutes  

 

Will opens meeting by requesting a motion on the minutes. 

 

**On a motion by Thea Gaudette and seconded by Bob McNary, the minutes of the September 

16, 2015 meeting of the TAC were unanimously approved. 

 

Act 64 Municipal Roads General Permit Presentation – Jim Ryan 

 

More information and downloadable documents available here: 

http://www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov/stormwater/htm/sw_municipalroads.htm 

http://www.acrpc.org/
http://www.watershedmanagement.vt.gov/stormwater/htm/sw_municipalroads.htm
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Bob noted that we should make sure all road foreman have a copy of both the Better Back Roads 

(a grant program to help implement some of the measures discussed during presentation) manual 

and the Orange Book. 

 

Eben raised concerns regarding the conflict between the issues this program is trying to address 

and farm practices that utilize town ditches for drainage. 

 

Follow-up note: I spoke with Jim the day after our TAC meeting and he said he really enjoyed 

our TAC group and how engaged you were and the questions and discussion that you all 

generated. 

 

Transportation Updates from Josh 

 

o FY2016 VTrans Capital Projects in Addison County—Josh walked the TAC 

through all of the Addison County projects listed in the VTrans 2016 

Transportation Program Capital Projects book 

 Follow-up question from Bob regarding Ferrisburgh Rail Project (STP 

2035): how are they going to keep the track open while they do this? 

 VTrans project manager Josh Schultz can be reached at 802-828-

5764 

 Brian asked about sharing further thoughts regarding rail and Will advised 

that the member forum would be a good time to share 

 Question from Brian regarding Ripton Roadway Project (ER STP 

0174(19)): what is the underlying reason/need for this project? Brian is 

concerned that it might be a duplication of efforts 

 VTrans project manager Paul Libby can be reached at 802-828-

2046 

 Ferrisburgh Safety & Traffic Operations Project (NHG SGNL(42))—Josh 

to find out and clarify how the light is planned to be programmed 

 Timing has not been developed yet for the signal that will be 

installed as part of this project, however it is important to preserve 

the arterial function of Route 7 when setting the timing on the light 

and that will be an important consideration, along with traffic data, 

when the timing is developed for the light. 

 Question from Will regarding New Haven Town Highway Bridge (BRF 

0183(1)): is this the Dog Team or Nash Farm Bridge? 

 Bridge 10 on Town Highway 2 (River Road) in New Haven is 

immediately east of where Halpin Road meets River Road, which 

is the Nash Farm Bridge 

 

o Other brief updates 
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 Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 

 Josh explained that ACRPC had received a grant award to 

complete hazard mitigation planning for Addison County towns 

and that he will be conducting culvert inventories for Goshen, 

Lincoln and Salisbury as part of this work. 

 Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) grant applications 

 Shoreham and Starksboro ended up being the two towns 

submitting applications to the Transportation Alternatives Program 

for salt shed grant funding. Stay tuned for updates from Josh. 

 

 

 

Member Forum 

 

 Karen Shackett: although unnecessary, apologized for previous miscommunication 

regarding whether or not Shoreham would be applying for TAP salt shed grant. 

 Jan McCleery: expressed thanks to ACRPC for the assistance provided in support of 

Starksboro’s TAP salt shed grant application; shared that Russel Construction out of 

Rutland had been hired to build the new town garage. 

 Rick Buxton: shared that Jennifer Fitch from VTrans looked at Bridge #4 in Orwell, 

which the TAC prioritized as #4 earlier this year, and determined that only the decking 

needs replacement rather than the entire bridge; construction work will begin late 2016 or 

early 2017; this saves the town money as well as reduces cost share to only 5%, so the 

Town is excited about this new development 

 Will Sipsey: shared that the inspection was completed on the new bridge in Lincoln; 

Lincoln was required to pay a 5% cost share of $2.3 million total for the project, which 

was much higher than the Town originally anticipated; shares this as an implicit warning 

to Orwell and other towns entering into a cost share on a VTrans project 

 All others passed 

 

 

Other Business 
 

Addison County Regional Transportation Plan discussion 

 Who does the TAC want to have working on this within the TAC and what are the next 

steps for this group? 

o Will essentially be a steering committee that meets once a month 

o Thea emphasizes that we need voices from the larger communities, i.e. 

Middlebury, Vergennes, and Bristol 

 Thea willing to lead committee with caveat that she has a co-chair to share the burden; 

Will and Even also volunteer to participate; Tom willing to help in any way he can Josh 
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to look into getting a road foreman to commit to being involved in the process and will 

approach Stu Johnson of Cornwall with the idea 

 TAC understands they need to have a vote on this and clarifies what exactly they will be 

voting on 

o To form a steering committee? Yes or no 

o Who from TAC will be on? 

o From Full Commission? 

o Road Foreman? 

 

**Jeff Nelson moved, and seconded by Bob McNary, to form a steering committee with up to 9 

members to oversee update of the Regional Transportation Plan, with Thea, Will, Eben and Tom 

serving as TAC reps; the TAC voted unanimously in favor of the motion. 

 

Josh shared his concern regarding the process towns must follow in seeking to lower speed limits 

on town roads; Rick shared some of his experience with this process in Orwell and shares the 

concern. 

 

Tom Scanlon had just returned from Emergency Management meeting at Jay Peak and thought it 

was important to share what he learned regarding the avian flu, that it will inevitably reach us 

and likely require road closures, and how it might affect Addison County, and Maple Meadow 

Farm on Route 7 in particular. 

 

**Adjourn: Thea Gaudette motioned to adjourn, seconded by Bob McNary; motion 

unanimously approved. Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm. 


